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S PARASHAS SHELACH

ASHEM spoke toMoses, saying, 2 “Send fmth men, if you please, and let them spy out the
Land of Canaan that | give to the Child:€" €1 of Israel; one man each from his father’s tribe
.3 Moses sent themn forth from the Wilderness
of Paran at HASHEM 's command; they were all azstzngwshed men; heads of the Children of Israel

shall you send, every one a leader among the:

were they. y

4 These.are their names: For.the tribe of Reul =n, Shammua son of Zaccur 5 f'br the tribe of

P

: - 16* )\"qses prays for Jnshua. Méses added the letter » t,
Hoshea's name, so that his name would begin with the letters ¥
of G,w s Name [n=1]. The Hebrew ngme Yehoshua means
Godéxaae. ar God will save, which signifies that Moses prayed'
5 “May -(%dd save you [Joshua] ‘from the conspiracy of the
spies” ‘i’ashl) This intimates that even before the mission
- began i1oses suspected that it would end disastrously; nev-

erthele: 5, he permitted them t
w_anted O go, because the people

Simeon, Shaphat son of Hori. & For the tribe of ..udah, Caleb son of Jephunneh. 7 For the tribe
of Issachar, Yigal son of Joseph. 8 For the tribe «:f Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun. ° For the tribe
of Benjamin, Palti son of Raphu. 1% For the tribe f Zebulun, Gaddiel son of Sodi. 1! For the tribe
of Joseph for the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi son )f Susi. 12 For the tribe of Dan, Ammiel son of
Gemalli. 3 For the tribe of Asher, Sethur son of lichael. 4 For the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbz son

t
o it'and God does not deny people their freedom of

_ ~/
?opRe- pF D

pred

of Vophsi. 8 For the tribe of Gad, Geuel son of Machi. -

.. 16 These are the names of the men whom M:ses sent to spy out the Land, Moses called

Hoshea son of Nun “Joshua.”
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“Sbbilei Pinches -

'Parshas Shelach

The spies were of th& opinion that the only place that they could occupy th
Torah study and prjoperlxserve Hashem was ir, the
of daily "Mohn" from heaven, they did not need to concern themselves with matters of this
\ world. In Eretz Yisroel, however, the “Mohn" Would cease to fall, and they would have to
work their fields and vineyards and occupy themsglves with earthly pursuits; this would
urely interfere with their Torah study and service of Hashem. Thus, they attempted to :
prevent Yisroel from entering Eretz Yisroel. ) i
%ynforfungﬂ:ely the spies erred in their judgment. What HKB"H truly desires is that we
oocupy ourselves with worldly pursuits while dedicating all of our efforts to'sanctifying
and serving only Hashem. The siraple proof. of the matter can be seen in the fact that man
was created with G physical body derived from the dust and earth and elements of this '
world. Only afterwards did HKB"H breathe a living soul from the spiritual world into his |
nostrils. As it is written (Bereishis 2, 7): mbn ,iTanING 1R 1BY DIND DR uvp‘m IR E
I whib SN MM MR NdwA YOKA — and Hashem 6-d formed tiie man of dust
from the ecrth and hz blew into his nostrils the soul of life; and man became a living

t;hmg

-

This proces: served as an indication to mankind that we are 1o serve Hashem as a body in |

cenjunction with a seul. — to align the physicai needs of this world with concerns of the
World to Ceine which nourish the soul. It was for this reason that'HKB"H brought Yisroel
tq Eretz Yisroel, a land flowing with milk and honey, so that they would engage in matters
of this worlc dedicatéd solely to the service of the One Above.

¢

Selves with |
desert wilderness. Due to the provision :
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This lesson ‘s also inherent in the name 113, “Yud-keh” (pronounced Koh). As we have

learned in tha GemoreHA(Menoches 9:) regarding the passuk (Yesheyah 26, 4): T2 w3~
“omHY MY A a0 Y Ty — Trust in Hashem forever, for.in “Koh,” l-;ashem is
The strength of the Worlds. The Gemoreh tedches us that HKB"H formedthe two worlds
by means of the fiame Koh, 71™; the World to Come was created with.the letter "yud"” and
this world was created with the letter “heh " Thus, the name Koh, composed of the letters

"yud” and “heh," alludes to the fact that 1 man must strive to align these two worlds — this
world with-the World to Lome. This is accompllshed by always having in mind that whatevert
we do in this world is devated solely to the purpose of serving Hashem. ’

This, in fact, is the meaning of the verse (Tekillim 116, 7). 55 K91 1173 Yobrts By K97 |
TRV T — Neither can the de:d praise “"Kz*" nor all who descend into silence: In
other words, the wicked — who are referred to as dead even while alive — do not unify the
. elements of the name Koh. For, if tley ar not occupied at all with mqﬁers of‘-fhe Waorld
to Come, i.e. Torah and mitzvot, they most. certainly are not ‘devoting fhelr mundane,
worldly activities to the sanctification of ki eaven: Yet: DO W nnwn TNy
bbb — we will bless “Koh" from now inth. efermfy HalleluKoh. By dedicating all of
our activities in this world to fhe glorification and sancfification of Heaven, we fulfill this
divine purpose.

-

We can now comprehend why Moshe specifically employed the name Koh wh«le praying on
Yehoshud's behalf. As mentioned above, the spies mistakenly believed ‘that it was
impossible to serve Hashem prox: :rly while occupied with mundane, worldly matters;
consequently, they wished to remcin in the wilderness where the provisics of the "Mohn®
frzed them of the concern for worldly matters. In response, Mashe beseeched Hashem on
his behalf: "nv‘n'm ¥y e 17— -May Kok snve”you from the plot of 1 pves 3
l'In other wor-dc r_'\iy:he name "Koh " ‘\/ud-keh --whizh jeashes us te align mm“rers of this K
Koh,” howseer -uniting the “yud
o ons‘tijgg.m

{ wor!d wrrh the World to Co ‘stve.you and shield you from the erroneous

reasonmg of the spies and their relictarice 5 enter Eretz Yisroel, _This is the gist of the
fascmafmg insight provided by Ravy: ssorher Dov of Belz, zy"a.
- R
.wouli -t be able to serve Hashem properie g
regresenting "chochmah” with the "heh” with.
rgbuttal to the spies’ argument. For, this hely

that all worldly pursuits be elevate:! for the
"nv‘:nm TIXYR W 7 — may Ko
This fits in beautifully with the fact that ,reu v:sroeigonfams ten Ievels of sanc‘rlty We
have learned in the Mishnah (Kemm i, 6) "L mwip Swy* — there are ten categories :
of sanctity (kedushah). Seeing as the *Mohn” ceased totdescend from heaven when Yisroel
entered Eretz Yisroel, the people were forced to work the land. As is His way, HKB“H set
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We know_that Judaism doe; fiot .outlaw or prohibit the physical . o " 0 , ' —_—
pleasures of life. Fating, drinking, marriage—all are integral parts of the I 71730 "R DPna b vy 150 yein /o ve 123 .n2ann

total life of the Jew. In fact, the #azir who takes an oath to refrain from

drinking wine must bring a sin-cfering afterward because he has thus;’ naax ) K *33 92780 T2 1an 1w ,AN0 1rasa Tnnb 1ans -
deprived himself of the lawful joys of existenge.!®? =t iy
But since. actions for physical pleasure are so closely related to the

bestial and ugly, how can they form an integral part of a spiritual life in 5ny994 Y YW - YR YR DY MNwIT DX 9N Y".N‘? Y Y

: i é ises: “ i be for the sake of Heaven.” -
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us. This statement of theirs refers to the Almight

AN Sidas Ausar

The spies sent to the land"of Israel are described by the Torah as

‘great men. Rashi explaitis mwyax as referring™to people of stature,
which indeed "they were,-until they sinned. Ramban explains that
they are listed in descending order, the more prominent ones being
mentionegd {irst.. Thus, four of the spies are determined as being
ggeatg" than ‘Yehoshua. Forty days later these people became the : reat
sinners of Istael. They caused the nation to reject the land of i';rael

and to rebel against Moshe. They even doubted God’s Omnipotence
as seen from their assessment of the feasibility of conguering the land

of Canaan. We cannot &0 up against them for they are stronger than

: Bamidbar 13:31
see Rashi there). How did these great leaders of Israel fall so quickly?

What was their motive for denying and rebelling against everything
holy and dear to Israel? S

:!t: Mesilas Yecharim points out the reason for their actions:

. L was [their craving for_honor] which [according to
. Chezal] caused the spies to slander the land of Israel,

. "aud thereby to bring the death penalty upon them-
schves and L upon their entire genération. For they were

«fraid that they would ke deprived of their rank upon

cutering the land of Israel, in that others would be

}" opointed in their stead (Mesilas Yesharim 11).

—

{\} Chaze' have shown us how the desire for kavod took sore of the

greates:, ri2n in Israel and drove them into an abyss of no ret: ;n. And
what honor did they crave? The honor of being ownn 1w, . sader 1,
charge of fifty people (see Baal HaTurim). Can the fear of leming the
status of a Jow-ranking official cause a sin of such ‘magnic {e? L

The explanation is that when a person is caught up in the, teadlong
rush for honor, he does not and cannot assess the goal to which-hz is
heading nor the good that he is trampling upon. For the sa<e of the
‘big’ position of Bwnn I, they were willing to kill all‘of israel.
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The connection between Joshua and Sarah was hardly incidental.
>3

I would like to. hgmfletically suggest that it would not have been pos-
. sible forJoshua to transfer Eretz Yisraelto the Jewish people without

(,

our matriarch Sa¥ah.

In fact, these were hashkafos specific to Sarah but not to Abraham.

What I refer to is Sarah’s unequivocal and clear belief that Eretz
istael is ours ... and that no other individual or natio
tion in it whatsoever. - )

aré;h demanded (Bereishis 21:10): Cést out that servant-

(o
\

n has any por-

woman

gnd her son, for the son of that servant shall not share
Lance with my son, Isaac. R

Jhe was saying that neither Ishmael nor his descendants have any
portion whatsoever in Eretz Yisrael. Nothing. Not a si;igfémm
frim one border to the other.

5- Joshua, who was chosen by Hashem to lead the Jewish people to

in the inheri-

< his first having igtefﬁalized certain hashkafos, outlooks and values ?
.of | ;
A

“tonquer Eretz Yisrael, received part of his pame from Sarah precisely

so that he not forget her plea to Abraham: that Ishmael be expelled
3pd not receive any inheritance in the land.

The Torah continues and says that Hashem, judged Sarah to be
correct. Abraham was told: All that Sarah tells you, listen to her.
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lust as it was then, so must it be today: Let us be determined to
have full faiﬁi j_uﬁt like Sarah, that Eretz Yisrael in its absolute en- -

tirety is ours. And ours-alone. The descendents of Ishmael have no
Eght to any part of it.
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The Female Role O
Let us go back to fundamentals and analyze the mal?-
female relationship and their réspebtive roles. Chazal teach u}

that if we study the first time a word or concept appears in the
Torah, we can understand the intrinsic nature of that word or

0

concept.?! So i i il the first time that “male” and
“female” appear in the Torah, we should’be able to gain insight

into the essential nature of their respective roles.

Our minds rush to the story of Adam and Chava. Chazal,
however, tell us otherwise. There is a deeper dimensicr: to*the
aoncep? of male and female. In fact, the male-female relation-
ship goes back much earlier then the creation of Adam and
Chava. Something so incredibly important finds itself woven
into the fabric of the beginning of all beginnings. Male and fe-
male are part of the moment of creation: “In the beginning God

. 2
created shamayim (heaven) and aretz (earth),”?
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) In the teginning God created the male force and the female
force.23 The male erce is the role of shamayim. It has an effect

23X

- @ »rw %3 ‘mn

on the earﬂ‘ by seriding down rain. The female force is the role nx pxIW TN WG (13500 omp vrp) Y TIRY DY LEWIR VID 1:'; &7
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self it produces life.

The shamayim-aretz relationship mirrors the male ;’;En_l_q_le
relationship on many levels. It has a clear parallel to the biologi-
cal creation of life. On a more complex and subtle level, it paral-

els the male-female partnership in creating spirituar guvu....$
in the world in its most potent form.

In a pristine world, a man aloﬁe\"is unable to create spiritual
goodness that will last. Just as rain without the eaith to absorb it

perverted anddistorted. The female is the adaimal: that absorbs
fthe' rain, providing a bdyis (home) for his hashpa’ah, ensuring
that it is sustainable in its pure form. She removes any impuri-
ties or distortions. She ensures that his spiritual creation has
true life. _ :

This concept can be understood by looking at the ultimate
ole models of the male fémale relationship: the Avos and
mahss.

Fach one of the Avos devoted his life to perfectmg a particu-
ar spiritual characteristic. For example, Avraham Avinu'was to-
_ tally focused on chesed (benevolence). His tent wds open to
. guests on all four sides, indicative of his choice to keep nothing
-.:,'fqr himself, to be an absolute giver. On the mystical level, chesed
sa spiritual characteristic that originates in the Higher Worlds.
* Unconditional benevolence has no natural Dla_cein the.lowly
;;thsical world. Avraham Avinu's extraordinary’achievement
‘was to bring true chesed down ino this world. Avraham is thus
_the “av_of chesed,” the father of unconditional benevolence.
This means that“ﬁhe true acts of chesed that you and’I do, free of
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s wasted, so a:man’s efforts can go to waste, or even worse be -

any selfish mot1ves, are only possible because Avx aham made
-~ chesed accessible in the physical world.

- & Fhe problem with Avraham Avinu’s chesed is that it is open
 todistortion. Kindness can have the outer trappings of benevo-
lence while, in fact, the giver may be propelled by selfish mo-
- tives. The Torah brings out this idea by calling certain immoral
fﬂa“cts “chesed.”?* Superficially, forbidden relationsiips involve
_ two consenting adults ”being kingd” to each other. The motive,

~ however, 1s not to give but rather to take: These acts are a dlStOI'-

tion of true chesed.

Chazal tell us that the persdn who embodied distorted_ :
chesed was Yishmael, the son of Avraham Avinu. He inherited
his father’s hospitality and kindness,on a srfperflcml level, but_ ;

&

his motives were immoral.2’

| Sarah Imeinu understood that her holy mission was to be
the bayis of Avraham’s chesed. She had to ensure that it would be
passed on to future generations in its pure form. She had the -

#, clarity of vision to see Yishmael as a threat to the purity of j"
Avraham’s chesed, and the courage to remove him from
Avraham'’s house. With this difficult act Sarah ensured that
Avraham's spiritual creation would flourish and have continu-§
ity. Sarah became the adamah for the seed that Avraham had

planted in this world

The shamayim?réfz_; dimension in the male-female relation-
ship can al:o be seen in the Hebrew words for father and
mother. A father is called an av, which shares the same root as
the word avah;:meaning “inspired desire.” It implies a burst of
unbridled energy, like rain from shamayim, which needs to be
seized and directed if it is to be'sustained. A mother is called an
eim, which shares the same roet as im, meaning “if.”%¢ It implies
caution, as if to implore, “Not so fast! Let’s give this released
power an eanhl}; home where it can be transformed into some-
thing sturdy and lasting.”

A woman is_created in the role of adamah. On a deeper
level, adamqh deflnes her very natui“&‘,the word “adamah” is the
feminine fo;:m of ”adam meaning “man.”?’ Adamah defines
both her inner nature-and the essence of her missién in this’
world.

o It is mterestlng to note that women have a special love for
the land of Israel. For example; the women who left Egypt re-

fused to partake in the slander of Eretz Yisrael in the sin of the

sples Chazal comment, “Because they cherished the land.”?®

The special connection between women and the land of Israel

reflects their essence as adamah. They instinctively understand
the inherent sanctity contained in the holy earth of Eretz
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m understand the natural affinity that women’

have for prayer. Let us remind ourselves how we described the
opening scene of Adam HaRishon's existence. Adam, who at the
moment of creation was both male and female in one body,3? is
made from adamahs He understands that he must justify his ex-
istence by bringing out the potential of the adamah, both the
adamah from which he was created and the adamah of the world

_he was placed in. He recognizes that he is created deficient forr
this purpose, Instinctively, he looks heavenward and prays. The
moment of prayer is the moment he understands that while he |
must br*ng” ut the potential of the adamah, he is totally de-
pendent on the hashpa ‘ah (influence) of shamayzm

role of -a woman. A w_o‘mavgls parallel to adamah, a nurturing
and noufishing home for the hashpa’ah of shamayim, which fa-
cilitates the creation of life. She, too, is created deficient‘}'c'_xjyher
purpose and is dependent on the hashpa’ah of a man to bringf_,,
Qut her potential. - '
._b What happens when we combine the two concepts? We see
that the role of the-adamah from its very conception is contin-
gent on prayer. Since the essence of a woman is adamah, her
\role too, is dépendent on prayer.
Chazal take this idea one stage further. They tell us that a
woman is not only dependent on prayer, but on a mystical level.
§.these concepis fuse into a whole: women, adamah, and tefillah

are by nature one. At the deepest level, womén daven naturally
because tefill:ih is their essence.33
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